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COOPERATION AGREEMENT FOR THE CO-DIRECTION OF PHD THESES LEADING TO THE JOINT DEGREE OF DOCTOR BY THE UNIVERSITY OF SALAMANCA (KINGDOM OF SPAIN) AND THE (NAME OF THE INSTITUTION)
By means of this Agreement, on the one hand, the University of Salamanca (hereafter USAL), represented by its the Rector of the University of Salamanca Prof. D. Juan Manuel Corchado Rodríguez, and on the other hand, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE INSTITUTION (hereafter referred to as the XXXXX ACRONYMS OF THE INSTITUTION).

Recognizing their mutual capacity to enter into this Cooperation Agreement: 

DECLARE
That both institutions have an interest in developing academic and scientific cooperation in the field of research training and mobility of students writing their doctoral thesis, in accordance with Royal Decree 99/2011 of 28 January, which regulates official doctoral teachings in Spain (hereinafter RD99/2011) and the Law that regulates the public service of Higher Education in the country of the INSTITUTION (cite to the relevant law).

As a result, both sides 
AGREE
FIRST CLAUSE -OBJECTIVE 
This Agreement aims to establish an institutional framework of bilateral collaboration between the two universities that would allow for the realization of doctoral theses under joint direction. Understanding as such the direction, development, defence and evaluation of PhD thesis, under the joint responsibility of both institutions, within the relevant doctoral programs. The system of joint direction will lead to the degree of doctor by each of the two institutions.
This Collaboration Agreement is of the “non-normative international Agreement type", in accordance with articles 2-c) and 43 of Law 25/2014, of 27 November, regarding Treaties and other International Agreements. Let it be noted as well that for effects of articles 45 and 48 of that law, that this non-normative international Agreement does not imply financial obligations, nor does it have sufficient international political, technical or logistic relevance to determine its entry in the corresponding administrative registry.
SECOND CLAUSE - DEVELOPMENT OF THE AGREEMENT.

In order to develop this Agreement, the "Co-direction agreements" will be included and signed for each doctoral student who is subject to the same, according to the appendix to this Agreement. Each of them shall specify the identification of the student, the title of the doctoral thesis, the doctoral programs in which he/she is enrolled at each University, the professors who will act as Directors of the thesis at each university, as well as at which of the two institutions the assessment and defence of the doctoral thesis will be carried out, being possible at only one of them. This document will be signed at each institution, by the coordinators of the doctoral programs and by the doctors who will be the Directors of the doctoral thesis before the student's enrolment. In addition, in the case of the University of Salamanca, this document will be signed by the Director of the Doctoral School Studii Salamantini.
In accordance with the provisions of Royal Decree 195/2016, of 13 May, which establishes the requirements for issuing the European Supplement to the PhD Degree, the periods of stay and research activities to be carried out by the interested party at each university will also be reflected in the aforementioned appendix.
THIRD CLAUSE - ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS.

The conditions of registration and defence of the doctoral thesis, within this framework of co-direction, are regulated by the rules applicable to each of the two institutions in relation to doctoral studies. In particular:
3.1) Doctoral students must meet, on the one hand, the access requirements set out in art. 6 of RD 99/2011 and be admitted by the Academic Committee for the Doctoral Program of the University of Salamanca and, on the other hand, the requirements established by the rules regulating doctoral studies in the COUNTRY OF THE INSTITUTION (CITE TO THE REGULATION).
3.2) The negotiation and signing of each “Co-direction agreement”, the text of which must be in accordance with the appendix of this cooperation Agreement, must take place before the end of the second academic year of the student's doctoral studies and must include a work plan, in which the dates and activities between both institutions will be described in detail.
3.3) The student of ACRONYMS OF THE INSTITUTION must be enrolled at the USAL for at least three academic years in order to obtain the title of Doctor by the USAL, and he/she will pay the academic and administrative fees corresponding to the doctoral studies. The rest of the time, the student who invokes this Agreement shall pay annually the academic fees required at ACRONYMS OF THE INSTITUTION and the administrative fees or their equivalent, if there were any, corresponding to the Doctoral studies at USAL. Reciprocally, the same procedure will be applied to students of the USAL who want to invoke the co-direction Agreement with ACRONYMS OF THE INSTITUTION.
The student will have the rights provided in each institution for doctoral students, in particular, the right to academic supervision and the use of the necessary resources for the development of their doctoral research work.
3.4) The student shall be responsible for paying the fees for the presentation and defence of their PhD thesis, and the fees for issuance and printing of the diploma, and any other fees applicable. The doctoral candidate shall also be responsible for all travel, accommodation and living expenses.
3.5) The Academic Commission responsible at each institution for the doctoral program in which the student is going to carry out his/her studies will assign a thesis director to the student, who will both commit in writing to carry out jointly the direction of the doctoral work.
FOURTH CLAUSE – DEVELOPMENT OF A DOCTORAL THESIS.
4.1) The time of preparation of the doctoral thesis will be distributed between the two institutions. The minimum period of in-person stays at each shall be according to the regulations of each institution; in the case of Spain, the minimum stay is six months. The student shall provide due certification of such stays when submitting the thesis. When the doctoral thesis is to be defended at the University of Salamanca, the student's stays shall be requested previously and approved by the Academic Committee of the Doctoral Program. And, at the end of the stays, the student shall provide the said Committee with a brief report on the content and results achieved during the stay, as well as an official certification from the host institution stating that the thesis was completed and the length of the stay, for the purpose of validating the stay and for it to be taken into consideration by the Doctoral School in relation to the student's record.
4.2) The doctoral thesis will be written in one of the official languages of the country in which they are going to carry out their defence, in Spanish, or in one of the usual languages for scientific communication in its field of expertise.
In addition, an abstract shall be attached in another official language of one of the countries, different from that of the thesis, and another in English, provided that English is not used for writing the thesis or the abstract.
4.3) The publication, exploitation and protection of the doctoral thesis and the results of the research shall be in accordance with the laws in force in each country. Priority shall be given to the regulations governing this issue in the country in which the doctoral thesis has been defended in the event of a discrepancy between both laws.
FIFTH CLAUSE - DEFENCE AND EVALUATION OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS.
5.1) The doctoral thesis shall be defended and assessed in the University of origin of the doctoral student object of this joint direction, except in exceptional cases which shall be analysed individually by those responsible in each of the institutions competent in Doctoral studies. All of these circumstances shall be contained in the appendix that contains the individual Co-direction agreement and shall always be in accordance with the regulations of doctoral studies of that University.
The processing of the defence and assessment of the doctoral thesis will take place as a single defence at either of the two universities, complying with the procedures established by that university in accordance with its own regulations on doctoral studies. At the USAL these procedures will be carried out starting from the third academic year of the student's enrolment in the Doctorate Program.

5.2) The examining board present at the defence and assessment of the doctoral thesis shall be formed by common Agreement between the two universities, according to the regulations on doctoral studies of the University where the defence and assessment are to take place. 
5.3) The expenses associated with the defence of the doctoral thesis, as well as the travel, accommodation and meal expenses of the members of the examining board, shall be paid by the institution in which the thesis is defended, in accordance with the prevailing rule applicable to this effect at said university.
In relation to the USAL, and in the case of theses defended at this institution, only the expenses related to a professor travelling from a foreign university will be covered; in the case that the thesis is defended at the counterpart institution, the USAL will not assume any expense related to its defence and assessment. 
5.4) The USAL Doctoral School shall keep a specific record of the doctoral theses defended under the co-direction arrangement and shall monitor and control them, as well as their documentation, registration and documentary custody.
5.5) Regarding the submission, copyright and reproduction of the thesis, as well as intellectual property in the USAL or in the ACRONYMS OF THE INSTITUTION, the respective applicable prevailing regulations shall be followed.
5.6) Regardless of the regulations established in this Agreement, the doctoral student will be able to obtain the degree of Doctor with the special mention of "International Doctor", as long as it is consistent with the stipulations of Article 15.1 of Royal Decree 99/2011. On the reverse side of the Degree an official notice shall be added with the following text: “Thesis under co-direction with NAME OF THE INSTITUTION". The regulations of this provision apply only to the issuance of the doctoral degree by the USAL. IF THE INSTITUTION ISSUES "International Doctor” TITLES, THE CORRESPONDING REGULATION SHALL BE INCLUDED.
SIXTH CLAUSE - ISSUING OF THE DEGREE.

After the single defence and assessment of the doctoral thesis, each of the two institutions will provide the corresponding PhD degree, after payment of the academic fees established for issuing degrees.

Each university guarantees that the doctoral degree issued is valid in its country. Notwithstanding, the university that issues the degree does not guarantee the validity of the degree in the other university's country of origin, nor in other jurisdictions different from that of the country where the degree was issued.
SEVENTH CLAUSE - DURATION, TERMINATION AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION
7.1) This Agreement shall remain in force for a period of four years from the date following its signing unless either of the parties decides to terminate it before that date as a result of a complaint submitted by one of the sides as prescribed in this stipulation 
Either of the parties to this Agreement may give notice of termination in writing to the other party of their desire to terminate This notification must be made at least three months prior to the annual effective date.
Termination of the Agreement as a result of the notice of termination will occur at the end of the annual period underway. The termination of the Agreement shall be such that it does not affect the obligation of the parties to fulfil the commitments made under this Agreement in relation to the students concerned until the end of that period.
7.2) Likewise, the Agreement may also be extended by express Agreement of both sides for a maximum period of four years.
7.3) To settle any doubts that may arise in the implementation and interpretation of this Agreement, the parties shall make their best effort in the search for a consensual solution.

EIGHTH CLAUSE - INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
8.1) The intellectual property rights resulting from the work carried out under this doctoral thesis joint direction Agreement shall be subject to the current legal provisions in the countries of the participating institutions.

8.2) In cases where the work of doctoral thesis object of the joint direction gives rise to inventions, innovations, improvements, etc., following what is regulated in the Regulation on Patents and Other Industrial Property Rights of the USAL, approved by the Governing Board on 21 December 2016, it is stipulated that:
8.2.1) The intellectual property rights over any creation developed under this Agreement shall belong to the USAL and to the ACRONYMS OF THE INSTITUTION, in the percentage that is agreed upon in a specific addendum based on the contribution of the parties.
8.2.2) The parties commit to sharing the information and to maintaining confidentiality in cases where results are obtained in the work of the doctoral thesis object of the joint direction that is susceptible to protection, so that these results can be protected.
8.2.3) The parties commit to giving their consent to begin the necessary steps to register the intellectual property that may result from this Agreement, at the request of the party responsible for requesting it.

8.2.4) When the parties have an interest in protecting the rights mentioned in clause 8.1, the distribution of the expenses involved, and the implementation of the steps to be taken shall be regulated in an addendum that shall be drafted for the purpose and in accordance with the current applicable legislation.

8.2.5) When the Parties have an interest in the use and licensing of the rights referred to in clause 8.1, the distribution of expenses derived from the management, licensing, assignment, transfer or free use shall be governed by the addendum (as set out in 8.2.4), in accordance with the current applicable legislation.
CLAUSE NINE - ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION.
As a means to best fulfil the purposes of this Cooperation Agreement, and in the continuous search for efficacy in administrative and economic procedures, without undermining the academic rights of any of the interested parties, in particular students, the two institutions will encourage the use of electronic communication, among other measures, for the defence and assessment of doctoral theses.
And as proof of conformity and acceptance, the parties sign the present document in duplicate in Spanish and in the official language used at the institution with which the agreement is signed.
	NAME OF THE INSTITUTION

Name of the Institution's Representative

Position 
Date: _____/______/_______
	UNIVERSIDAD DE SALAMANCA
D. Juan Manuel Corchado Rodríguez
Rector
Date: _____/______/_______
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ANNEX TO THE COOPERATION AGREEMENT FOR THE CO-SUPERVISION OF PHD THESES LEADING TO DUAL DOCTORATE DEGREES BY THE UNIVERSITY OF SALAMANCA (KINGDOM OF SPAIN) AND    (NAME OF INSTITUTION)
COMMITMENT FOR PHD THESIS CO-SUPERVISION 
Within the framework of the Cooperation Agreement signed between the University of Salamanca and the NAME OF THE INSTITUTION, for the co-supervision of PhD theses leading to dual doctorate degrees, the following PhD student is registered:
Name and Surnames _________________________________________________________
Date on which the doctoral studies at the home university will begin: _______________________________
The PhD student will undertake the USAL doctoral programme _____________________________________ 
PhD co-supervisor 
The PhD student will undertake the INSTITUTION’S ACRONYM doctoral programme ______________________ 
PhD co-supervisor 
The thesis will be written in _________ [LANGUAGE], and its defence and examination will be carried out at the University of ___________
WORK PLAN 
Specify, at least in the following table, the planning of the activities, with the dates on which they will be carried out at each of the institutions during the period in which the PhD student is enrolled and which justify the authorisation to carry out the thesis on a co-supervised basis. 
It is advisable to complement and develop this synopsis of the work plan in a document to be added to this Annex.
	Year
	Academic Year
	University of Salamanca
	University ____________

	1st
	
	
	

	2nd
	
	
	

	3rd
	
	
	

	4th
	
	
	


This appendix and therefore the application for the student's incorporation into the framework agreement for doctoral thesis co-supervision will be processed during the student's first year of enrolment and only exceptionally, and upon reasoned request by the Academic Committee of the doctoral programme, during the student's second year of enrolment.
PhD Student




Director of the USAL Doctoral School
[DATE AND SIGNATURE]



[DATE AND SIGNATURE]
COORDINATORS OF THE DOCTORAL PROGRAMMES
By the University of Salamanca


By the INSTITUTION
[DATE AND SIGNATURE]



[DATE AND SIGNATURE]
APPROVED BY THE PHD SUPERVISORS
By the University of Salamanca


By the INSTITUTION
[DATE AND SIGNATURE]



[DATE AND SIGNATURE]
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